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March

James Betram, Sec'y

)Iew York‘ N'EY‘

The Cormon Council of our city met Tuesday evening
March 26th, and passed a resolution accepting GIFT of the Hon. Andrew

Carnegle, also did the Board of School Trustees. I enclose all to vou

also a copy of the Indlana Statute relating to Public Libraries, By
you will see that the "Board of School Trustees™ has exclusive control

of all property belonging to Publie Library. The city of Fort Wayne

now owns u beautiful priece of property centrally located where public

iibrary now is, and where it is intended to construct new building,

A tax levy is now being maintained and has been for several years, that

will yield a revenue sufficiently larpe to meet the canditions upon which

the donation is made, In addition to that, the Treasurer of the "Board

cf School Trustees™ annually pays to the library fund, the interest

earned by the surplus school fund that each year stands to his credit.,

A large part of the purchase price of the present site has been paid out

of money received from Treasurer of "Scheool Boauwl.#




No person can he elected a member of the School Board by the Council that
does not pledge himself to the ccntribution of the interest on idle school

money on hand, to the "Library-Fund,.,"

I merely make mention of a few things as evidence of the fact
that the people of Fort Wgyne in the pag have taken an 1.terest in the

Publie library and they now hail with de light and grateful appreciation

the opportunity presented for enlarging and maintaining such a library

as & city of our size reasonably demands.

I want to say further that the resolutions herein enclosed
may not be in all things what you require in arranging for payment of

money, but should they not, please make known to us your wishes, and the

same will at once be taken up,

Very respectfully yours?®




In Cities and Incorporated Towns, 1, In all the eities and incorporated
towns of this State, the Board of Schoel Trustees, Board of School Com-
missioners, or whataver board may be established by law, to take charge
ef the publie or common schools of such city or incorporated town, shall
heve pover if, in their discretion, they deem it to the public interest,
to establish a free public library in connection with the common eholls
of such city or imcorporated town, and to make such rules and regulatioms
for the care, protectiom and govermpent of such library, and for the cars
of the books provided therefor, and for the taking from and returning

to seid library of such books, as the said board may deem necessary awd
proper, and to provide penalties for the violation theraé!z Provided,
That in any city or incorporated town where there is already established
a library open to all the people, mo tax shall be levied !of the purpose
herein named,

Tax to 'aintain. 2. Such board shall also have power to levy a tax of

not exceeding one-third of a mill on each dollar of taxable property
assessed for taxation in such city in each year; vhich tax shall be placed
on the tax duplicate of such city, and collected in the same manner as
other taxes; and when sald taxes are so collected, they shall be paid
over to the said board mfor the support and maintenance of said publie
1ibrary, Such board shall have power, and it shall be its duty, to dis-
purse said fund, and all revenues derived from gift er devise, in providing
and fitting up suiteble rooms for such library; in the purchase, care

and binding of books therafor; and in the payment of salaries to a librarian

and nocessary assistants,



At & regular meeting of the Board of School Trustees held

March 25,1901,the following resolution was unanimously adopted:

RESOLVED, That the Board of School Trustees hereby pledges itself
that in case the City Council shall accept the donatiom of $75,000 for
Public Library Purposes at the hands of the Hon, Andrew Carnegie, said
Board of School Trusteeg will annually levy a tax sufficient to prodﬁce
& revenue of thblﬁﬁﬂ than @7,500 for the support of said Public library
and furthermore, will provide a suitable site for the erection of a

Public Library building,

(8igned) Allen Hamilton )
f Board
Geo, F, Felts ) of
( Secheol

¥. W, Rockhill,{ Trustees

Fort Wayne,Indiana, March 25,1901:
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WHERKAS, The Hon, Andrew Carnegie of the city of New York has
generously tendered to the citizens of Fort Wayne the sum of $75,000 with
which tov erect a public library building,on conffition that they furnish
a suitable site for said building and & rnuslly raise a sum of not less

than $7,500 for the maintenance of such library, and

WHEREAS, under the library law of the State of Indiana, the care and
contrel of our public library is lodged with the three school trustees,

one of whom is elected each year by the City Council, and

WHEREAS, the law also confers on such Board of School Trustees the
power to levy an annual tax for the support of such library, therefore
be it

RESOLVED, That we, the nembers of the City Council of Fort Wayne,
Indiana, do hereby tender to the Hon, Andrew Carnegie, on behalf of all
our citizens, our most profound tharks for his exceedingly generous gift,

which is hereby most gratefully accepted.

RESOLVED; That the members of this bhody pledge themselves that
they will select as School Trustees only such persons as will agree to
carry out in good faith the condition that a tax be levied each vear
sufficient to produce a sum of not less than $7,500 for the purchase

of additional hooks and for the pavment of all the running expenses

of such rublic librury.

RESOLVED, That this Council is gratified to state that the city
already owns a large and most desirable lot, in a prominent and central

location, which has heretofore been purchased for a librarv site and




HENRY MONNING
Cory Clerk
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1, Henry B, Monning, Clerk of the city of Fort Wayne,Indiana, do hereby
certify that the foregoing are true and camplete copies of Resolutions

passed by the Common Council at their Session held March 26th,1901:

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOFP, I have hereunto set my hand and
affixed the seal of the city of Fort Wayne, thic 20th day of March,1901:
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LLEN HAMILTON, President.

: gfgfaaizxtﬁﬁggxr PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
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4. N, STUDY, Superintendent.
/ , Des, 13,-1803,
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To the Hon, Andrew Carnegie,

HoboXan, N.J,
Dear Sir:- J &5 3 < s S
On March 14, 1901 vou very kindly profferéd to the City of
Fort "ayne a donation of $75,000,00 for the vurpose of the erection of a
Public Library, on conaition of an agreement upon part of the City to levy
an snnusal tax sufficient to raiee a revenue amounting to at least t7,500.00
for the maintenance of *he libraryv,

The vroposal was turned over by the 2ity Government to the Board.of
School Trustees-the official guardians of the Publin Lihrgry-and said
Board having complied with the concitions as to & mninteﬁanae fund,
formally accepted the donstion March 25, 19C1.

Plans were prepared by Mr,ilfred Orindle, Architect, and a contraot
let Nov,268, 1901 for the building,as far as contemplated to be completed,
as follows:-

To "m,Gesks -~ Construction - $71,333.71
8ince then contracts have been awarded as follows:-

To Meacprhsil Bros.-lisating- 3,020.00

To A.Hattersley & Sons-Plunbing- 1,449.70

To Braun Electrical Co.-7iring for Rlectrie Lights - 740,65

Making a totsal of contraents to date of $76,543,52
in adsition to tho Architest's fee of 54.

¥hiie the contracts as let sre only slightly above the £75,000,00
donstion, yet the Board in cai@ deration of the faot that the Lidrary
Building must suffics the City of Fort ¥Yayne for 2 gresi period of ‘ime,

felt it 8 wise coursd to make the building lurgsr than the inmediate




BOARD OF _':uonu. OFFICE OF

ALLEN HAMILTON, President.

EUGENE B. SAITH. Seretary. PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

J. N. STUDY. Superintendent.
"Y\- ' e

et Hagwi e Dec,13, 1802,

~2-
needs of the library would demand, The City is having a steady growth,
gnd is a great railroad center, ana aiso has large and rapidly growing
manufacturing 1ntermata.

Allen tounty, of which Fort Wayne is the County Seat, is the largest
sounty geographicelly in the state, and the sesond largest in porulation,
To provide quarters for a public library comuensurate to the future needs
of such a coumunity, it was deemea advisable to provids space for a
children's NDepartment where specisal pains can be taken with providing
literature suitable for the vounger pstrons of the library, to provide
room for the keeping of Government Documents, and the storage of histori-
sal collections for raference; and to provide rooms Where meetings of
people interested in matters pertaining to library interests may be held,

Tp provide these things deemed essential to a library building which
is to be for all time to come the principal library building of the city,
it was considered advisable to provide for them in the plan, even if a
part of the bpuilding should be left incomplete-to bhe finished in coming
years-as owing to the advance in cost of constrction the means at command
of the Roard Will not permit ithe completion of the build ing according
to the plans adopted, at vresent,

In view of the fact, towever, that a completion of the building now
according to the plan would be much more satisfactory, permitting the
garrying out as it would of the plans for keeping and cirelating bhooks,
and putting into practiss many things conneactad with good library wWork
which otherwise would have to be dafarred, the Board of Sohool Trustees

hevs conclued to present to you the faects, and sppeal %o vou for an

Anoresese of $20,000.00 in the sum aliotted by you to Fort ¥ayms,




BOARD OF TRUSTEES.

e

orrice or
ALLEN HAMILTON, President.

R 5 s, Sacrtety, PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

i

}. N, STUDY, Superintendent.
S P08, 18, 1903,

The Board of School Truatees present this request with reluctanne
and only becauss they forasee that the new livrary will demand so much
in;the way of new books and inecreased attsndence, that the work of the
oomp lation of the rooms for the purposes hereinbefore specified, must be
deleved = long tine.

Furthermore, the RBoard of School Trustees 2re st this time engaged
in building a Manual Training High School imperatively demanded by the
needs cf the city, at a cost of more than §200,000.00, and are also con-
fronted by the demand for sevaral new 7ard Schools which must be met
within the ne;i three years, These demands will task their revenues
te the utmost, and nreclude for soma veara their Ziving to t he Library
financiél asgigtance anough %o complete the Huilding in its entirety.

The taxable proparty of the 7ity is in round numhers $24,500,000,00,
and the Poard of School Trustees have this vear levied a tag of § nants
on each §100.00 of saidivaluation for iibrary purposes which #ill make
& fund of $12,250.00 t0 be wsad in maintaining the Library, and thay do
agree to Xeep such tax levy for library vurposes at a rate to insure
always & maintensance fund of not leass than L& of the originsl donation
and the inorease, if such be granted,

Ye would also nall attention to the faot that in Fovrt "ayne the
Treasurer of the School Board turns over aach vear to the Publie Library

the interest on anrrent deposits ¢t the School and Library FPunds under

his care, thus adcing to the library fund a considerable amout each
- year that in wost cities is treated as a porquisite'cf office,
. The interset thus turned over by ths Treasurer for the year ending



BOARD OF TAUSTEES, orrice or

s

CALLEN HAMILTON, President,

EUGENE B. SWITH, Secretary. PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

W. W. ROCKHILL, Treasurey.

1. N, STUDY, Superintendent.

7 AR, S SEDte . T b e N

The tax levied ana this additional item of interest sssures for
the maintenance of the Library much more than 104 snnually of the whole
gost of the huilding when it shall be completed., If the building is to
be completed, economy would dictate that it be done befors the workmen
leave, anc before sny part be opened,

Hoping that this matter may receive vour efrly attantion to the end

that we may Xnow your decision and govern ourselves ascordingly, and
begging to assure yvou that we appreciate most highly the munificent
donation already made, we are
Yours veryv resnectfully,

A

o o

¢ Au / 7777, e
....a...,-.'/-...f..i.‘c.-‘.‘.o..f(pvpﬁi.

Roard of

i ¥

CLbrs A48 £ ), 1 0 R
.OOOQQ..irj"O.‘.b‘.b‘.' .s.i«(,‘\":ec'y.

/E}, -y : :
& %%(QQ'C - Q.’“r‘mm.

o 00 0D veoe s

Sehool

Trustees.

B el




2nth Necanther, 1902.

g % o s i g b2 rog
. o whe LN ya - AL § - ar . ’
o

Publiic Sechools,
Fort Wayne

roace ived,
\RCI'OABT
(I
eressouts J Tiioier® sroct & cregitelle
and adeqrate Librarn J?V?"v; ‘or Fort dagmao,
Tagtoad of & larse contral 1 ing which yon
jroyoety wits L ' alioves in orecting
branch lihraries where tha ity ia largo aneugh

te roguire sueh.

Respeetlully yourm,

P, Bagretary.
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Mr. Andrew Carnegie,
New York City.
Dear ¥r. Carnegie:
There is just one thing lacking in the new Carnegie

o T

T4 X by
iV AU

Put rary building i nis City, to wit; a portrait of the donor
of the building. This is needed not only for the present generation,
but also in order that coming igenerations may carry in their hearts

_the features of the man who has so signally demonstrated tue value to
the world of a man who has the ability to aceumulate wealth, comitined
with the ability to "let go." I am desirous of giving this portrait
to our peorle and beg vour assistance to the extent of Turuishing me
with & good photograph of yourself. I have an artist friend in
Touisville, Ky. who has been very successful in painting portraits
from photographs. A year ago, at the request of my wife, he palnted a
poertrait of myself from a photograyrh without ever having seen me, and
which has been universally pronounced by my {riends an excellent
likeness. All that he had in addition to the photograpnh was
information as to the color of eyes, complexion, whether inclined to
florid or to pale, and c¢olor of hair and beard. The puotograph used
was one in which the natural lines’of the face were not all "worked
out" as is s0 often done by the photoegrarher, and te this faet is
perhaps due tne excellent result obtained. That you may feel that

Mmy interest in this matter is legitimate, and that your confidence

will net be abused I take the liberty of emelesing herewith an extraet
Mayor Berghoff's ‘ ‘ ' B
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Trusting that you will see your way clear to comply with my

request, and assuring you that your generous gift to tuis City 18,

and always will be, most gretefully appreciated, I avi,
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HENRY C BERGMHOFF
Mayor
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HENRY C BERGHOFF,
Mayor
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"ishing you the eompliments of the season in be-
half cf the citizens of this city, and trusting that you may
live to enhjoy many years of heulth and happiness, I am, with

much respect,

Yours sincerely ,
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r& Andrew Carnegie,

New York City.

I beg to ackuowledge receipt of your photograph for which

please accept thanks. I trust we shall obtain a good result in the
portrait, - The photo itself will be greatly esteemed &3 & souvenir.
Thanking yos for your prompt response to uy request, I am,

> Truly yours, ” 7

C’d T ol




HENRY C BERGHOFF,
Mayor
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Holl. Andrew Ogrneige,
Naw York,
Daar Sir:-

N ranly to yours of Jaguary 14, I amdat & loas %o

Aoy Wak s o

2T 0P Mot we Shonld tresPass anv frther on youwr gon-
erosity.i%;he_nuiLiing wideh has bean apnatmintéd, fire-nroof
of ﬁron‘Qfﬁ stone, Mas ao<t us, un to iate, aboul 890,000, but
pasenent which 18 to be yeed as a reading room for shilde
ren and mechaninal exhibitionsy is not finished; and we have
nol moMey anough 4o desorate the interior nroperly, as the nage
nitude and grandeur of the building requires, Homs of the
monAay "as hasn axpeanded for fixtures, and the aity has for
that purncse, paid out about 210,000; basidas that, we have
apnropriated over 3??2000 A yaar for 1ts madndenance, sor that
33y that our pagnle some Aay, will hava a firat olass
publia library that wiil bs aprrasiated and is now appraaiston
7Y all of them, T think, to properly finiah the duilding and
iaserate its intertior, in harony with thae gwasdagr of the

architesture, will require adbomt #20,000, This work we will

have to postoone, bagausa we have gona bevond our limit in ﬂiﬁ




HENRY C BERGHOFY
Mayor
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sondtrmintion nriaes, our #ity 18 proud of her pubiie hiild-
ings, e ‘are now eresting & high sshool and faamal training
anhool =% & nost of 8250,000, and we slaim to have thas finest
sourt any eXception, in She aguntry, and of
aourses shotld feel s e#edingly provi of the bagt library,

I'ne lLibrary 18 arasted upon the most prominent gorner in this
2ity, uvon two. lots with a frontage of 120 by 150 feet, and
complete as we daegire it, and as 1t shouid be, will sost,
axclusive of the building site, ahout 28110,000, If you how-
avear, should, in vour mmmificenacs, dasire to faver ng and omr
panle, with an additional gift, I assurs vou that the same
will not only ba highly apprasiated for the nregent, but for
ganarations to soume, and the building itse if, wilLl be a 1iv-
ing, lasting mommeat | the nnselfish sanerosity of 1its donor

1

Vary vwauwﬂth:l;y yours,
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ymuary 18th,

Mayor Bergheff,
Fort YWayne, Ind.

Dear 8ir,
Yours of the B6th received. Mr. Carnegie
has insiructed his cashier to send you Fifteen

Ihousand Dollars additional to bring his domation up

e
. the prescrt cost of Building, i.t84 Ninety Thousand

Dollare. He thinks thnt3th@’4acoratian of the
b#ilding ete., which you speak of, could wait.
Respsctfully yours,

P. Seeratary,
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Fort Waoyne Mmdiang,
Decembsr 31,1903,

Ronorable Amdrew Carnegue,
~ New Yorf iy, XY,
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